
 

 

Captain Archibald Chesley Mercer 

Newfoundland Merchant Navy 

World War I 

 

Born: 04 Sep 1894 

Died: 02 Jul 1933 

Place of Birth: Mercer’s Cove, Bay 

Roberts, Newfoundland 

Parents: Samuel and Fannie (nee French) 

Mercer 

Archibald (Arch) was the sixth child born to 

parents Samuel and Fannie of Mercer’s 

Cove, Bay Roberts, Newfoundland. In all 

the Mercer’s would have eleven (11) 

children between 1883 and 1900. 

Arch’s father, Samuel, was a fisherman by 

trade and it is evident that several of the 

boys in the family gained their love of the 

sea from him. At least two, Arch and Isaac 

both became seafaring captains of several 

vessels. 

Arch became a Schooner master at the age 

of 22. He was Captain of the Clintonia and 

the Idalia. 

 

The Schooner Clintonia 

 

Arch married Esther Jane Morgan of 

Coley’s Point in Brigus on 6 May 1920. 

The 1921 Newfoundland general census for 

Coley’s Point shows Arch and Esther at 30 

year’s of age living with her parents (Isaac 

and Ellen). He is listed as a Master Mariner 

and Esther as a Store Keeper. There are no 

children listed. 

During the war, Arch successfully mastered 

several vessels as part of the Newfoundland 

Merchant Navy. 

After the war, Arch took great pride in being 

a part of the local Orangeman’s Lodge and 

the GWVA (Great War Veteran’s 

Association – forerunner of the modern day 

Royal Canadian Legion). 

Arch passed away in July 1933 at the early 

age of 42. He is buried in the Bay Roberts 

United Church Cemetery. His full obituary 

can be found on page 3. 

Esther remarried to Robert Saunders and 

passed away in 1965 and is buried in the 

Gospel Preachers Cemetery in Shearstown, 

NL. 



Below are several clippings from the local 

weekly newspaper that mention Arch: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


