
 

Charles W. Mercer 

World War I 

Royal Newfoundland Regiment 

Service No. 5114 

 

Charles was born in Bay Roberts to parents 

John P. and Susie Mercer in 1892 

He would enlist in the Royal Newfoundland 

Regiment on the 17
th
 of May 1918. 

According to his enlistment papers, William 

was 18 years old, 5 feet 7 inches tall, 

weighted 130 pounds, was a fisherman, 

Church of England by faith and was fairly 

well educated, being able to sign the papers 

himself. 

Several things stand out with Charles’s 

service, the first being as with many 

volunteers, he made provision for an 

allotment or monies to be taken from their 

pay and sent home, usually to their mothers. 

This is the case with Charles who requested 

that 60 cents per diem (pay period) be 

allotted to his mother, Susie Mercer of Bay 

Roberts. 

Secondly, being late in the war, William was 

assigned “Special Duties” in the home 

defense at Cape Race and then Bell Island. 

William’s service lasted 232 days in all. He 

was discharged on July 1
st
, 1918. 

The official 1921 Newfoundland census 

shows Charles, now 22, living at home with 

his parents. 

William married a local girl; Fannie Ellen 

French and they began married life but not 

in Newfoundland. Together, they would 

have five children. 

The young family moved to Cambridge 

Massachusetts for a period of years and then 

on to Lexington, Mass. William would 

secure work as a carpenter at the famed 

Harvard University, a job he held for years. 

Lexington became home. It was where the 

Mercer’s lived, raised a family and it is 

where William died and is buried. 

William died in 1969 and is buried at 

Westview Cemetery, Lexington. 

The obituary notices for William read as 

follows: 
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