
 

 

Chesley Herbert Sparkes 

RAF Royal Air force 

Service No. 339849 

World War II 

 

Born: 03 Mar 1916 

Died: 14 May 1957 

Place of Birth: Shearstown, Conception 

Bay, Newfoundland 

Parents: Herbert and Caroline (nee Mercer) 

Sparkes 

 

According to the handwritten 1921 

Newfoundland general census entries, The 

Sparkes family was living in Shearstown. 

Herbert and Caroline are both 41 and their 

children are: Clara 21, Pearl 18, Nora 13, 

Reuben 8 and Chesley age 5. 

This record also shows Herbert working as a 

butcher. Daughter Clara is teaching school. 

By the next census in 1935, both Herbert 

and Caroline are now 51. Herbert is farming. 

Chesley is 19 and working as a labourer on 

the farm. 

Available military records show Chesley 

was not part of the first draft of RAF ground 

staff on June 14, 1940, but it appears that 

service numbers beginning at 339801 and 

going forward indicate them to be a member 

of ground staff. 

Here's a newspaper clipping from the Local 

Paper “The Guardian” dated 1940-11-09. 

 

An entry dated November 1940 lists Chesley 

as one of the Ardingly recruits (Ardingly is a 

village in the District of West Sussex, 

England) on board the SS Nerissa destined 

for Liverpool, England via Boston, St. 

John’s and Halifax. He was 24 years old at 

the time. 



 

SS Nerissa 

A passenger and cargo steamer of 5,583 

tons gross, the Nerissa was the final ship to 

be built for the old-established Red Cross 

Line service between New York, Halifax, and 

St. John's, Newfoundland. Her registered 

owners were the New York, Newfoundland 

Steamship Co. Ltd., the managers of which 

were C.T. Bowring & Co. Ltd., of Liverpool.  

On 30 April 1941, she was torpedoed and 

sent to the bottom by German submarine U-

552. 

Back in Newfoundland following the war, 

Chesley and wife Vera (nee Butler) are 

found in the 1945 census living in 

Shearstown. They are both 26. 

Chesley passed away in May 1957 of 

cardiac failure. He was only 46. He is buried 

in Trinty United Churchyard at Shearstown. 

Some more clippings from The Guardian in 

no particular order: 

21 September 1940 

 

 

 

15 August 1942 

 

21 March 1942 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14 December 1940 

 

 

 


