
 

David Ralph Parsons 

Royal Canadian Air Force 

R.C.A.F. 

World War II 

Born: 1919 

Died:  04 Jan 2013 

Place of Birth:  St. John’s, Newfoundland 

Parents: William and Flora May (nee House) 

Parsons. 

Although born is St.John’s, David was raised in Bay 

Roberts by his aunt and grandparents. David’s 

mother, Flora, died in 1920 making this scenario a 

necessity for a single dad at the time. 

The 1921 Newfoundland general census for St. 

John’s East shows William age 38, a widower with 

a young son David who is 2 years old. William’s 

wife, Flora died a year earlier in 1920. 

Unable to care for David properly, William made 

arrangements to send David to Bay Roberts to live 

with his parents, William and Dorcas. Since his 

parents were aged, William’s sister Rachael Fanny 

did much of the child rearing, becoming more of 

David’s mom than an aunt. 

David enlisted in the Royal Canadian Air Force in 

1940 and served until 1945. He is not found in the 

Newfoundland Military Records since he enlisted 

from Nova Scotia where he was studying/working 

at the time. 

David married Elizabeth Gladys “Betty” Christian 

of St. John’s, Newfoundland in November of 

1947.’Betty was a teacher who had attended 

Memorial University of Newfoundland. Together 

they had three children, all boys, Jim, John, and 

Peter. 

“Betty” died in 2009 at the age of 91, while David 

passed in 2013 at 93. They are buried in the 

Riverbank Cemetery, Hantsport, Nova Scotia, 

Canada. 

Here is David’s Obituary 

PARSONS, David Ralph — 93 of Hantsport, Hants 

Co., passed away peacefully Friday, January 4, 

2013, as he had wished to do, at home in the 

comforts of his own surroundings. Born in St. 

John’s, N.L., he was a son of the late William Ralph 

and Flora May (House) Parsons. David was 

brought up in Bay Roberts, N.L., by his aunt, Miss 

F. Parsons. David was part of the R.C.A.F. serving 

from 1940-1945 and he was a member of Lucknow 

Branch, No. 109 of the Royal Canadian Legion, 

Hantsport. He graduated from Nova Scotia 

Technical College in 1950, and he worked for 

Minas Basin Pulp and Power as an Engineer for 30 

years. David was also a member of St. Andrew’s 

Anglican Church, Hantsport and was a former 

warden. He was predeceased by his wife of 61 

years, Elizabeth G. (Christian); a brother in infancy 

and a grandson. 

Below are some clippings from the local weekly 

newspaper – The Bay Roberts Guardian. 



 

From Bay Roberts Guardian 09 Jul 1938 

 

From Bay Roberts Guardian 31 Dec 1943 

 

From Bay Roberts Guardian 23 Jan 1943 

 

From Bay Roberts Guardian 11 Aug 1945 

 

From Bay Roberts Guardian 18 Aug 1945 

 

 

 

 

 



 

From The Bay Roberts Guardian 29 Nov 1947 

 

From The Daily News 09 June 1950 


