
 

Donald Victor Hambling 

Royal Air Force (RAF) 

World War II 

Born: 23 Oct 1918 

Died: 01 Dec 2011 (Age 93) 

Place of Birth: Bay Roberts, Conception Bay 

North, Newfoundland 

Parents: John and Florence “Flossie” (nee Parsons) 

Hambling 

John Hambling came to Bay Roberts as a young 

man to work as a cable operator at the Western 

Union Cable Company. The building now houses 

the Town of Bay Roberts Council Offices, The Road 

to Yesterday Museum and the Christopher Pratt 

Gallery. The building is also a designated Heritage 

Building. 

It seems he met Florence (Flossie) Parsons, and they 

were married in 1915.Their first child, Augustus, 

arrived in 1916 and Donald in 1918. The 1921 

Newfoundland general census for Bay Roberts 

shows the Hambling family living on Cable Avenue 

and consisting of John aged 31, Florence 29, 

Augustus 4 and Donald 2. 

The next census enumeration in 1935 finds the 

Hamblings still on Cable Avenue, Bay Roberts. 

John is now 44, Florence is 43, Augustus is 18, 

Donald is 17 and John (jr.) is 7. 

In 1938, nineteen (19) year old Donald is found as a 

crew member of the Fort Gary, a three-masted 

schooner used as a supply vessel for Labrador. 

“The Fort Garry was a vessel built in Little Brook, 

Nova Scotia, in 1920.[1][2] Her first owners 

were Revillon Frères Ltd., who operated her under 

the name Albert Revillon. She was later purchased 

by the Hudson's Bay Company. She is described as 

a propeller driven steam powered schooner, of 246 

tonnes.” 

Donald moved to the United States sometime in the 

50’s. He died in January 1991 at his home in Fort 

Myers, Florida. He was 93. 

Although there is no service record available at this 

time for Donald, there are a number of newspaper 

articles found in the local newspaper, the Guardian 

that allows a glimpse into his service and his life 

following the war. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_Brook,_Nova_Scotia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_Brook,_Nova_Scotia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Garry_(1920_HBC_vessel)#cite_note-maritimehistoryofthegreatlakesFortGarry-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Garry_(1920_HBC_vessel)#cite_note-maritimehistoryofthegreatlakesFortGarry-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Revillon_Fr%C3%A8res_Ltd.&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hudson%27s_Bay_Company


 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


