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George William Thompson
World War |
Royal Canadian Navy
Service No. 1542
Royal Naval Reserve (Newfoundland)
Service No. 775X

Born: 18 Feb 1881
Place of Birth: Bay Roberts
Parents: George and Annie Thompson

George enlisted in the Royal Naval Reserve
(Newfoundland) in the summer of 1914, he
was in his early thirties (33) at the time.

His four years and eight months of service
saw him assigned to several British ships,
several months service in the Royal
Canadian Navy and wounded in action on 12
Aug 1915.

The official entries contained in his Service
Ledger Record are as follows:

1. 07 Aug 14 — 18 Nov 14: HMS
Calypso (Training Vessel)

2. 19 Nov 14 — 28 Jun 15: HMS Vivid
1

3. 29 Jun 15 - 06 Feb 16: HMS Grafton

12 Aug 1915: Wounded in action

while serving on the Grafton.

HMS Grafton

4. 07 Feb—09 Apr 16: HMS Vivid 1
Promoted to leading seaman.

5. 10 Apr 16 — 04 May 16 & 05 May 16
—31Jan 17: HMS Princess

HMS Princess

6. 01 Feb 17 —-10 Apr17: HMS
Hyacinth



HMS Hyacinth

7. 11 Apr 17 —-02 Nov 17: HMS Vivid
111
8. 06 Nov 17 — 20 Jan 18: HMS Briton

Transferred to the RCN (Royal Canadian
Navy). Assigned service No. 1542,

9. 24 Jan 18 — 31 Jul 18: HMCS Niobe

10. 01 Aug 18 — 21 Dec 18: HMCS
Seagull

11. 21 Dec 18 — 25 Dec 18: HMCS
Niobe

Transferred back to the Royal Navy.

12. 26 Dec 18 — 08 Apr 19: HMS
Briton, demobilized and discharged.

Out of service, George is found in the 1921
general Newfoundland census married and
living in Coley’s Point. George and his wife
Victoria have five (5) children.

By 1935, George, now 54 and Victoria 47
have a family of eight (8) children.

The 1945 census of Newfoundland shows
George (62) and Victoria (57) still living in
Coley’s Point with five (5) children at home
with them.

George passed away in May 1957 and
Victoria in September 1961. They are buried
in the Salvation Army Cemetery at Coley’s
Point.

While looking through some old artifacts at
the Branch (Branch 32 of the Royal
Canadian Legion, Bay Roberts), the item on
the next page came to light and it makes a
unique addition to the biography for George,
WW | Veteran. It is provided as an accurate
representation of what these sailors
experienced. Below is a clipping from The
Bay Roberts Guardian dated 05 Nov 1915.

~ Through the eourtesy of Com-
‘maader MagDermeott of HALS.
Calypse, we have raceived the fol-
{lowing y of a letter from the
' Royal Naval Medica! Information
Baresu, Malta Branch, viz:—
| ' R. N. Hospital,
f S llalu,i?th.&pt.. b
: ir,—Geosge Thompsan,
| HALS. Grefton, was_ sdmigy
}-b&m“ 1iva A , sur-
'fonng from: shell wounds in the!
yhead. He made a good recovery,
‘aod was discLarged eured om 9ih |
September. )
~ Aletter was sen: te his wife,
'giving nevs of his admission and-
‘the nature and cenditiod of hie.
woumds; this is done in the case of |
jevery wounded man brought to
this hospital, by the R. N. Friendly
Uaion of Sailers’ Wives.

Yours faithfully, l

' (Sde)E

'MAUDE LAURENCE SMITH,

' Hen, Secrétary.
| Reservist George Thowpson re
isiles at Coley’s Point, Bay Reberts. |
| He took passage to Englaud im the
|S. 8. Carthaginian, on November
| 14th, 1914.
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