
 

Jacob Dawe 

Royal Canadian Navy 

Service No. 597 

World War I 

Born: 29 Oct 1883 

Died:  07 Nov 1934 (Age 51) 

Place of Birth: Ship Cove, Port de Grave, 

Newfoundland 

Parents: Esau and Rhoda Dawe 

Jacob enlisted in the Royal Canadian Navy in 

Canada during World War I, giving his occupation 

as coal miner. Given this fact and his enlistment in 

the RCN, it is a reasonable assumption that he was 

working as a miner in Nova Scotia at the time. 

A record of ships passengers of 1907 indicates that 

Jacob is on board the vessel Bruce with final 

destination being Cape Breton. 

 

The first vessel constructed as part of the ‘alphabet’ 

fleet, the SS Bruce had to ability to travel through 

the ice of the Cabot Strait and was recognized as a 

reliable ice-breaking vessel. 

The SS Bruce was the first vessel to make the Port 

aux Basques-North Sydney crossing serving from 

1898 to 1911. 

This newspaper clipping from The Guardian dated 

20 November 1914 provides proof of this 

assumption that indeed, Jacob had moved to Cape 

Breton, Nova Scotia and was working as a coal 

miner there prior to enlistment in the Royal 

Canadian Navy. 

 

 



Below is a letter from Jacob that was published in 

The Guardian on 19 November 1915:

 

Passengers listing of the Florizel dated November 

1915 lists Jacob Dawe as a member of the Royal 

Navy. 

Here is a link to RCN Service ledger 1910 – 1941 

which contains some information about Jacob. 

https://central.bac-

lac.gc.ca/.redirect?app=roynavled&id=1595&lang=

eng  

 

The 1921 Newfoundland general census shows 

Jacob at age 27 living at home in Ship Cove, Port de 

Grave with his father Esau, age 68 and stepmother 

Julia 58. Jacob’s wife Blanche (nee Cable) age 26 is 

there too, the couple having married at St. John’s in 

May of that year. 

Jacob and Blanche would have six (6) children. 

Ralph was born in 1923, Hettie in 1926, Ethel in 

1926, Maxwell in 1931, Vera in 1942, and Jacob in 

Feb 1935. 

The 1935 census shows Blanche, a widow at age 39 

living in Ship Cove with children Ralph 11, Ethel 9, 

Maxwell 4, Vera, and Jacob just several months old. 

Jacob had died of Typhoid Fever in November 

1934. Blanche was pregnant at the time. 

This is the obituary for Jacob that was published in 

The Guardian on 10 November 1934: 

 

 

Jacob is buried at Port de Grave in St. Luke’s 

Anglican Churchyard Cemetery, Port de Grave, 

Newfoundland and Labrador. 
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