
 

James Gerald Edward Ploughman 

Royal Air Force 798572 

World War II 

Born: 21 Jun 1922 

Died:  02  Mar 1992 

Place of Birth: Bay Roberts, Newfoundland 

Parents: John (Jack) Douglas and Addie (nee 

Hedges) Ploughman 

The son of John and Addie Ploughman, James 

Gerald was one of three sons who enlisted to serve 

in World War II. His father John had himself served 

in World War I as a member of the Royal 

Newfoundland Regiment. The boys, Reuben, 

Vernon and James Gerald continued that legacy of 

service. 

James Gerald was one of a family of five boys and 2 

girls. His father, although born in Port Rexton had 

come to the Bay Roberts area presumably to work 

as a teacher in the Anglican Church school system 

in the early ‘20’s.  

James Gerald tired to enlist in the Navy in October 

of 1939 but was deemed too young to join. 

Undaunted by this, he enlisted in the RAF (Royal 

Air Force) a year later in 1940. After graduating in 

Canada as an air-gunner proceeded overseas in 

August 1941. On November 4
th

, 1941, he received 

his commission as pilot flying officer and was 

subsequently promoted to flight Lieutenant on April 

25
th

, 1943. He was 23 at the time. 

Following the war, James Gerald is found listed in 

the 1945 census as being single and living at home 

with his parents in Bay Roberts. 

James Gerald married Daisy Elsie Peral Mercer. 

Daisy was born in New Brunswick in 1924 but both 

parents were from the Bay Roberts area. They are 

located in Bell Island in 1935 and in Bay Roberts in 

1945. It seems rather likely that James Gerald and 

Daisy met in Bay Roberts and were married here. 

The couple is found on a 1965 voters list for the 

Hamilton South area. 

James Gerald passed away in March of 1992 at the 

age of 69. He is buried in Woodland Cemetery, 

Hamilton, Ontario. Daisy died in August 1995. 

 



 

 

 

 

Extract from Bay Roberts Guardian 12 September 

1942. 



 

 

Date: Thursday 30 April 1942 

Time: 
 

Type: 

     

Douglas DB-7B Boston Mk IIIA 

Owner/operator: 107 Sqn RAF  

Registration: AL744 

MSN: OM-S 

Fatalities: Fatalities: 0 / Occupants: 4 

Aircraft 

damage: 
Destroyed 

Location: RAF Gatwick, Surrey, England - 

  United Kingdom  

Phase: Landing 

Nature: Military 

Departure 

airport: 
RAF Great Massingham, Norfolk 

Destination 

airport: 
RAF Gatwick, Surrey 

Narrative: 

Boston AL744: Took off at 18:16 hrs for bomb 

Marshalling Yard at Abbeville. 30/04/1942  

Badly hit by flak. The aircraft crashed at RAF 

Gatwick on return from an operational flight.  

Upon returning to base the aircraft was inspected on 

7 May 1942 and was deemed DBR.  

Crew:  

F/Lt (45301) Hadley James HOUGHTON DFC 

(Pilot) RAF - injured  

W/O (563533) Walter George DAVIES (Obs.) RAF 

- Ok  

F/Sgt (629792) William Stanley DOSSETT DFM 

(WOp/AG) RAFVR : Ok  

Sgt (798572) James Gerald Edward PLOUGHMAN 

(AG) RAFVR : OK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://aviation-safety.net/asndb/type/A20
https://aviation-safety.net/asndb/country/G


From Bay Roberts Guardian 02 Dec 1944 

 


