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Reuben Parsons
World War |
Royal Newfoundland Regiment
Regimental No. 1632

Reuben was born to parents Richards (Sr) and Mary
Parsons of Bay Roberts in January 1892.

Reuben travelled to St. John’s on June 15th, 1915,
with the sole intention of enlisting in the Royal
Newfoundland Regiment. His enlistment papers of
that date show a young man who is 23 years old, a
fisherman by occupation, Church of England by
faith and well educated, being able to sign the
papers himself.

His service record provides a timeline of events
beginning on the 15™ of June 1915 and ending on
16™ of September 1918.

The record reads as follows:

1. Embarked St. John’s by train for Quebec 27
Oct 1915.

2. Embarked for the BEF (British

Expeditionary Force) 28 March 1916

Joined the battalion on 15" of April 1916

Wounded 1 July 1916

Admitted to field hospital 2 July 1916

Moved to general hospital Etretat, France 7

July 1916.
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7. Sent to hospital in Bristol 9 July 1916

8. Moved to military hospital Wandsworth 9
October 1916

9. Furloughed then attached to depot 2
February 1917

10. Transported to Newfoundland 23 March
1917

11. Arrived in Newfoundland for discharge
April 1917

12. Re-attested for home defence Bay Roberts
19 September 1917

13. Assigned special duty 10 October 1917

14. Struck off strength 16 September 1918.

The injury received by Reuben on 1 July severely
damaged his left leg and left shoulder, limiting his
movement even when healed. His injury was the
result of severe GSW (Gun Shot Wound).

An excerpt from a report of Lance Corporal Parsons
reads:

“This man is likely unfit for service with the
Expeditionary Force for six months on account of
gsw to left leg and left shoulder. Recommend he be
posted to the depot at St. John'’s, Newfoundland. 19-
12-17.”

Following his service, the 1921 Census finds
Reuben at home with his mom who is now
widowed.

Reuben died on April 4™ 1960, and is buried in St.
Matthews Anglican Cemetery in Bay Roberts. His
wife Elizabeth passed in 1958.

Below is a clipping from The Bay Roberts Guardian
dated 04 Aug 1916 containing a letter that Reuben
wrote to his mother while he was in hospital
recovering from his wounds. His obituary from The
Daily News dated 12 Apr 1960 is on page 3.



Reuben
Parsons

Twice Wounded

Writes to His Mother| ...

20d Seathern General Hospital,
Southmead, Bristo!, Eng..
July I2h, 016
Dear Mother,~No doubt before this

¥

!

£
]
£

FH
il

From The Bay Roberts Guardian
04 August 1916

over to England, landiog in Southamp

belonging to Brigus. He has been in
Toronto 6 years. He knows the
Parsous’ and Dawe's belonging to Bay
Roberts, His father fished at Indinn
Harbor, Labrador, bat now hevis liv.
wg in Toronto. They used to carry on
for Dawe.  Perhaps father knows
them.

Don't be uneasy about me, 1 will be
all vight agnin, land will yet have
|another smack at the Hune, [ w nt
and® an operation this morning «nd
had the bullet taken out of my leg. |
got it for a souvenir.

When | get ont of hospital I will
get 10 days leave and then | will vy
Londoa and see the sights. Tt wil! v
some time before 1 go to Fravee
againg | will be sent to the Depot firat,
Retnember me to all {riends.

1 think our Regiment was entirely
cat up; & wondertul bad shot tor a«,
But they died hke men. Nothiog
eonld stop them. They advanced 'ill
they were mowed down.

This is all for now. [ am wrlting
this i bed, and | am cot very well
able to write, as my strength has vot
tully returned. 1 lost a lot of bled,
and it will take a long time Lo pick ap
again, good by s,

From your soldicr boy,
REUBEN.
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From The Daily News 12 April 1960

|
.
. Obituary |
MR. RUEBEN PARSONS |

BAY ROBERTS — Another
of our greal War Velerans
‘answered the last roll call on

Monday, April 4th., when aller
'a long illness, inflicted by the
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