
 

Vincent Noseworthy 

Royal Newfoundland Regiment 

Regimental No. 201 

World War I 

Born: 1890 

Died: 21 Feb 1974 

Place of Birth: Manuels, Conception Bay, 

Newfoundland 

Parents: Peter and Patience Noseworthy 

Vincent enlisted in the 1
st
 Newfoundland 

Regiment on October 1
st
, 1914 (a Thursday). 

The Newfoundland Regiment has not yet be 

given the title “Royal”. That would come 

later in the war following the faithful battle 

at Beaumont-Hamel in 1916. 

His enlistment papers describe Vincent as 

being 24 years old, weighing 140 lbs, 5’ 8” 

of fair complexion with brown hair and blue 

eyes. His trade is listed as miner and his 

faith as Roman Catholic. He signed up for 

the one year. Next of kin is Thomas, an 

uncle ( a possible indication that his parents 

are deceased). 

Oddly enough, Vincent’s official service 

record dates from 03 September 1914 to 24 

Jan 17. Accordingly, he served a total of 2 

years and 144 days. 

Below are excerpts of handwritten entries by 

date/location/event found in his service 

record: 

1. 03 – 10 – 14: Embarked SS Florizel 

for the UK 

 

2. 14 – 08 – 15: Re-engaged for 

duration of the war 

3. 20 – 08 – 15: Embarked for BEF 

(British Expeditionary Force) 

4. 31 – 08 – 15: Disembarked at 

Alexandria and entrained to Cairo 

5. 13 – 09 – 15: Embarked for Gallipoli 

6. 19/20 - 09 – 15:  Arrived Suvla Bay. 

The night of the 19
th
 or early 

morning of the 20
th
  

7. 28 – 10 – 15: Admitted to Hospital 

8. 15 – 11 – 15: Invalided to England 

and admitted to Wandsworth 

Hospital, London 

9. 02 – 02 – 16: Attached to “E” 

Company 

10. 28 – 04 – 16: Married Elizabeth 

Lindsay Beattie of Ayr, Scotland at 

Belfast 



11. 23  - 12 – 16: To newfoundland 

12. 06 – 01 – 16: Arrived Newfoundland 

13. 16 – 04 – 16: In Hilden Convalescent 

Hospital, Galwally, Belfast. Suffers 

from Neurasthenia 

14. 10 – 01 – 17: Medical review board 

noted that this soldier “suffers from 

nervous debility and will never make 

a fit soldier.” He was suffering the 

lasting/after effects of Dyspepsia. 

15. 24 – 01 – 17: Discharged “ medically 

unfit” 

After being discharged as being medically 

unfit for further service, Vincent now in 

Newfoundland made his way back to the UK 

and Belfast in particular. His wife, Elizabeth 

was there and together, they tried to make a 

living together for the next 2 – 3 years. 

Vincent spent more time in hospital and 

undergoing treatments for what is now 

known as PTSD but then it was “shell 

shock.”  Times were tough and the couple 

without much money were supported by the 

“Soldiers and Sailor Help Society in Belfast. 

Things became so difficult that Vincent 

wrote a letter about his potential pension 

saying at one point that he would have 

written sooner but was ashamed at how he 

had been treated by the Newfoundland 

government. 

Transport for him and Elizabeth was secured 

to Newfoundland on the SS Sachem form 

Liverpool on 12
th
 or 13

th
 of March 1920. 

They arrived in Newfoundland and found a 

place on Holloway Street, St. John’s. 

The 1935 Newfoundland census has Vincent 

and Elizabeth living in Blackhead, St. John’s 

West district and they have 4 children, 

Francis (11), Alice (10) Thomas (5) and 

Peter (3). 

Vincent Noseworthy, Regimental No. 201 

was one of the first 500 soldiers to enlist in 

the 1
st
 Newfoundland Regiment and are 

well-known to Newfoundlanders as “the 

Blue Puttees”. 

This item below is taken directly from the 

write up posted on the 

http://ngb.chebucto.org/ website listing all 

members of that first 500 hundred: 

VINCENT NOSEWORTHY Reg. No. 201 

(No Photo) 

Enlisted, Sept. 3, 1914; British 

Mediterranean Expeditionary Force, Aug. 

20, 1915; Evacuated from Gallipoli, Oct. 28, 

1915; Invalided to England, Nov. 8, 1915; 

Repatriated to Newfoundland, Dec. 23, 

1916; Discharged, St. John's, medically 

unfit, Jan. 24, 1917. 

The next 2 pages (304 – 305 from Service 

Record) are a typewritten copy of a letter 

written by Vincent to the Board of Pension 

Commissioners regarding his declining 

health and the lack of any forthcoming 

pension (his hand written letter can be found 

on pages 45 to 47 of his Service Record). 

The next page (138 from Service Record) is 

a copy of his Death Notification issued by 

Veterans Affairs. 

Vincent passed away on the 21
st
 of February 

1974. His final resting place is at the Roman 

Catholic All Hallows Cemetery in North 

River, Newfoundland. 
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Page 304 from Service Record of Pte Vincent Noseworthy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 305 from Service Record of Pte Vincent Noseworthy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 138 from Service record of Pte Vincent Noseworthy (Death Notification) 


