
 

Walter Boyne Crosbie 

United States Navy 

Service No. 8989117 

World War II 

Born: 12 July 1910 

Died: 26 April 1981 

Place of Birth: Bay Roberts, Newfoundland 

Parents: Walter and Mary Crosbie 

Walter (jr.) first appears in the 1921 general 

census of Newfoundland. According to the 

entry, his parents Walter and Mary are 53 

and 48 years old, respectively. Walter is the 

middle child of three. He is 11 years old, his 

sister, Eva is 21 and William is just 5. They 

are living in Bay Roberts. 

The next Newfoundland general census 

shows, Walter, now 68 and Mary 63 are still 

living in Bay Roberts with only William 

who is 19 at home with them. So where did 

Walter go or what happened to him? 

A passenger crossing on the SS Farnorth 

from St. John’s to Boston, Massachusetts 

dated June 1928 provides the answer. Walter 

is a passenger on this vessel. He is 18 at the 

time. 

 

SS Farnorth 

Walter’s journey to the United States turned 

out to be a permanent one. He became an 

American citizen and on August 3
rd

, 1931, in 

New York City, he married Ruth Evelyn 

Parsons of New Preston, Litchfield, 

Connecticut.  

Together Walter and Evelyn would have a 

family of five (5). Joan arrived in April 1935 

and then there was Robert, Richard, 

Margaret, and Gregory. 

1935 finds the Crosbie’s living in Bridgeport 

Fairfield, Connecticut. In 1940, 1950, 1967 

they were in New Milford, Litchfield, CT 

where Walter worked as a mechanic for 

B.W. Smith owner of the local Amoco 

Garage. 

Walter would see service during World War 

II. He was drafted into service (see his draft 

card below). According to the U.S. 

Department of Veteran Affairs, Walter 



enlisted on March 22, 1944, and was 

discharged a year and a half later on October 

13
th

, 1945. He was assigned to the USNR 

(United States Naval Reserve) and would be 

posted to the USS Marlin, a Mackerel-

class submarine. 
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Following the war and the raising of a 

family, the Crosbie’s retired to Florida where 

Walter was tragically killed in a car accident 

on April 26
th

, 1981. Walter was returned to 

Newfoundland and buried in St. John the 

Evangelist Anglican Churchyard Cemetery 

at Coley’s Point. 

Ruth lived on in Florida, where in1983 she 

married Burman Brisco Carter who passed 

away in 1990 and is buried in Florida. Ruth 

passed in 2008 and is also buried in Florida. 
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