
 

William Skehens 

Royal Naval Reserve (Newfoundland) 

Royal Navy 

Service No. D/187466 

World War II 

 

Born: 13 Sep 1921 

Died: 29 Jun 2002 

Place of Birth: North River, Conception 

Bay, Newfoundland 

Parents: John Francis and Ellen “Mary” 

(nee Butt) Skehens 

William was one of eight children born to 

John and Mary Skehens (Skanes) of 

Hallstown (North River). He would enlist in 

the Royal Naval Reserve Newfoundland in 

April 1940. 

According to records, William was part of 

the 4
th

 Naval Contingent to ship overseas to 

Great Britian. The 4
th

 Contingent was 

composed of 177 men. This contingent was 

less than the complement of a normal 

contingent at 200 in strength. The 177 men 

of this contingent left Newfoundland on 

May 1
st
, 1940, on board the SS Nova Scotia. 

The vessel had originally departed Boston 

via St. John’s and Halifax enroute to 

Liverpool, England. 

 

SS Nova Scotia 

While in service in England, William met 

Olive Clarke, and they married on Armistice 

Day in 1943.  

Once the war ended, William and Olive 

made their home together in England. 

Entries located in the 1960, 1963 and 1972 

voter’s list place them living in Dulwich, 

Camberwell, England. 

William died at 81 in Sydenham, London 

borough Lewisham, greater London. He is 

buried in St. Bartholomew Churchyard 

there. 

Below are several clippings from the 

Observer’s Weekly newspaper that mention 

William: 

 

 



 

 

From The Observer’s Weekly
14 December 1943



 

 


