
 

William Welsh 

Newfoundland Royal Naval Reserve 

Service No. 1163X 

World War I 

 

Born: 07 Oct 1892 

Died: 22 June 1959  

Place of Birth: Bay Roberts, Conception 

Bay, Newfoundland 

Parents: Peter and Emma Welsh 

William enlisted at the Port of St. John’s on 

January 5
th

, 1914. At that time, the following 

was recorded on his application to be 

enrolled in the Royal Naval Reserve 

(Newfoundland) as a seaman; he gave his 

birth date as October 7
th

, 1892, age 22, stood 

5’ 6 ¾” tall, had light hair with blue eyes, 

single, from Bay Roberts and parents were 

Peter & Emma.  

He passed his medical on the same day (05 

Jan 1914) as signed off by the medical 

officer who conducted the examination and 

declared medically fit for service. And 

issued a certificate as seaman R.V.2. 

Note: In World War I, R.V.2 refers to the 

"Certificate of Enrolment" in the Royal 

Naval Reserve, which is the official number 

for a person's enrollment in the Royal Navy. 

It seems that just a mere eight (8) months 

later, he was declared medically unfit for 

further service and released. One can only 

speculate as to the reason behind this 

occurrence, but it is borne out by the fact 

that Service number 1163X was given to 

Gideon Blackwood of Greenspond, 

Newfoundland. 

Note: A copy of William’s official 

enlistment papers is provided below.  

The 1921 Newfoundland general census 

finds Willaim at age 33 single and living at 

home in Bay Roberts with his widowed 

mother who is 67. The spelling in this 

enumeration of the surname “Welsh” is 

listed as “Walsh.” 

At the time of the next census in 1935, 

William is now married with children. He is 

married to Rita Bishop, and they have four 

(4) children. Marjorie is 9, Peter is 6, 

Barbara 4 and Walter 2. 

William is working as a general labourer, 

performing odd jobs. 

The 1945 census shows the Welsh’s living in 

Mercer’s Cove, Bay Roberts. William is 55, 

Rita 41, Marjorie 19, Barbara 14, Walter 12, 

John 9, and Ethel 3. Peter has passed away. 

A 1947 document shows Marjorie at age 21 

entering the United States at Calais, Maine. 

She is on her way to Pottstown, 



Pennsylvania to work as a domestic in the 

home of George Whitely. 

William Passed away in June 1959 after a 

lengthy illness. He is buried in St. Matthews 

(New) Anglican Cemetery at Bay Roberts. 

He was 71 at the time of his death.  

His obituary from the Daily news is 

reproduced below. 

 

 



 



 


